PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS: Strong family relationships constitute the foundation of
ouwr conmmuunity; and

WHEREAS: Alienating behaviorsy ave frequently seen in high-conflict
divorces, sepavations, and asymmetrical custody avrangementy but
canv and do-occuwr v intact marriages, and

WHEREAS: Pawrental alienatiow iy the term wsed to- describe any
number of behawiory and attitudes on the part of one parent that
ave designed to-interfere, daumage or destroy the relationship o
child has witihvtheir other pawvent. It'y aform of abuse that caunses
emotional trouwuwmaow to- childven; and,

WHEREAS: Pawventul alienation deprives childvew of their right to-
freely love and be loved by both parenty; their extended family, ands
robs childven of their sense of security; and

WHEREAS: Mental professionals agree that the negative effecty of
parental alienation conv follow a child into-aduwlthood with tragic
consequences; ands

WHEREAS: The recently published Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disovders (DSM-5) made several references to-the
dysfunctional family dynamic of alienation to-be a form of
psychological child abuse; and

WHEREAS: Approximately 40,000 childrerw inthe State of Alabamav
were subjected, to-child custody determination in 2013; and

WHEREAS: Pavrental Alienation Prevention Week i intended to-
increase the knowledge and understanding of thiy problem to-help
Alabamions, institutions, the legal and mentad healtivcommunity,
and leaders to-better identify and combat such abusive behavior to-

WHEREAS: God so-loved us, we also-ought to-love one another; love
does no-harm to- ity neighbor; therefore Childrenw should be able to-



